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Nod sought to start medical colleges
in Ramanagara, Kanakapura

If the proposal made to NMC goes through, Ramanagara will become the only district to have two govt. medical colleges

Javanth R,
BENGALURU

amnataka govern:
ment has now de-
cided to start two

government medical col-
leges in Ramanagara dis-

trict - one on the upco-
ming Rajiv. Gandhi
University of Health

Science (RGUHS) campus
in Ramanagara town and
another in Kanakapura,
the constiniency of Deputy
Chief  Mmister DK,
Shivakumar.

If this poes through, Ra-
managara will be the only
district in the State to boast
of rwo government-run
medical colleges. These
colleges will be less than
30 ki apart.

The Directorate of Medi-
val Education, Karnataka
has now submitted a pro-
posal to the National Medi-
cal Commission (NMC)
secking  permission  for
three new medical colleges
- two government colleges
in Ramanagara and Kana-
kapura and a privare medi-
cal college by Adichuncha-
nagirl Institute of Medical
Sciences in Nelamangala,
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The State gavernment has now decided nat to shift Kengal Hanu

)

RGUHS campus in Rarmanagara. FALEFHOTO

of 150-sear capacity each.

Political backdrop

The State government's
earlier decision to shilt
Kengal Hanumanthaiah
Medical College from the
proposed RGUHS campus
in Ramanagara (o kKana-
kapura had drawn the ire
of locals in Kanakapura,
Opposition Janata Dal (Sec-
ular) and Bharativa Janata
mrty (B had  also
jumped into the fray. H.D,
Kumaraswamy had come

down heavily on the go-
vernment’s move  and
there were several protests
held including a Ramanag-
ara bandh in September,
2023, over the issLe.

This move by the State
povernment and Mr. Shivi-
kumar's later statements
that Kanakapura belonged
to Bengaluru and a propo-
sal to rename Ramanagara
district as Bengaluru South
district, had the potential
lo create dissatisfaction
against the ruling party in

manthaiah Medical Collepe from
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Ramanagari district,
ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls Jater this vear, soure-
es said. Probably prompt-
ed by this, the State go-
vernment has now decided
not to shift Kengal Hanu-
manthaiah Medical College
from RGUHS campus in
Ramanagara. Instead, the
government has decided to
open 3 new government
medical college in Kana-
kapura attached to the ta-
luk hospiral.

“The proposed govern-

ment medical colleges in
Ramanagara and Kanakap-
ura will be estahlished, at-
tached with the district
and taluk hospitals in the
respective cities,” said B.L.
Sujatha Rathod, Director,

Directorate  of  Medical
Education.
450 additional seats

The State presently has 70
medical colleges, both go-
vernment and private, to-
talling o 11,715 medical
seals. If the NMC permits
the State to start these
three medical colleges,
Karnataka will add 450
seats and the total number
of medical seats here will
EOUp to 12,195,

In 2023, NMC had pro-
posed a moratorium on
new medical colleges
based on the ratio of medi-
cal colleges to the popula-
tien, Facing strong opposi-
tion from southern States,
including Karnataka, NMC
deferred the implementa-
tion of this decision by two
years, in November 2023,
Following this, the State
government has now sub-
mitted a proposal for three
new medical colleges.



Largest aeros ineeri
B! pace engineering
facility of Boeing outside U.S.

inaugurated in Bengaluru

Boeing India Engineering and To : \
boeing India Engineering and Technology Center has been built with an investment of 1600 crore

The Hindu Bureau
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BRENGALURL

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Fri-
day inaugurated

the Boeing India Engineer-
ing and Technology Center
(BIETC) campus in Benga-
luru, along with the Boeing
Sukanya Programme, and
said that the facility rein-
forces the world's trust in
India’s talent and he is con-
fident that India will design
aircraft of the future here.

The state-of-the-art
BIETC has been built with
an investment of ¥1,600
crore. Located on a 43-acre
campus, it is the American
aerospace major's largest
such investment outside
the LS.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Modi said that the
scale and magnitude will
not only strengthen India
but also the aviation market
of the world. “This streng-
thens the Make in India-
Make for the World resolu-
tion. India will not have to
wait too long for Boeing's
first fully designed and ma-
nufactured aircraft in In-
dia,” Mr. Modi said. He said
that Boeing's new facility is
a clear indication of Karna-
taka’s rise as a new aviation
hub after the inauguration
of Asia’s largest helicopter
manufacturing factory in
Tumakuru last year.

Mr Modi said that India
is becoming one of the
most well connected mar-
kets. “Today, India has
about 150 operational air-
ports, up from about 70 in
2014. The efficiency of the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, and Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot at the

Boeing India Engineering and Technology Center at B. Marenahalli, in Bengaluru, on Friday.

airports have been en-
hanced significantly. There
is increased air cargo ca-
pacity leading to overall
growth of economy and
employment geneération,”
he said. He also launched
the Boeing Sukanya Pro-
gramme that aims to sup-
port the entry of more girl
children from across India
into the country’s growing
aviation sector.

Women's participation
The programme will pro-
vide opportunities for girls
and women from across In-
dia to learn critical skills in
science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM)
fields and train for jobs in
the aviation sector.

Boeing said that for
voung girls, the programme
will create STEM Labs at
150 planned locations (o

help spark interest in STEM
careers. “Be it fighter pilots
or civil aviation, India is
leading the world in the
number of women pilots,
About 15% of India’s pilots
are women, which is three
times more than the global
average,” Mr. Modi said.
The Boeing Sukanya Pro-
gramme will give a boost to
women's participation in
the aviation sector while
helping the poor in far-
flung areas to realise their
dreams of becoming a pilot.

Karnataka on top

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said the new insti-
tute is another jewel in Kar-
nataka's crown as a leader
in the technology sector.
“Karnataka ranks first in In-
dia’s innovation index and
is also leading in the coun-
try's overall exports. Home

to more than 400 of the for-
tune 500 companies, our
State ranks first in research
and development, renewa-
ble energy, and is also
hailed as the start-up capi-
tal. With an abundance of
talented workforce and
skilled human resources,
Karnataka is naturally the
first choice for technology
and knowledge-based in-
dustries,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said.

PM taunts CM

Amidst chants of “Modi-

Modi” from a section of the

crowd at the function, Mr.

Modi, while delivering his

speech, took at dig at Mr.

Siddaramaiah and said:

“Mukhyamantriji aisa hota
rehta hai (Mr. Chief Minis-
ter, such things often hap-
pen)”. Mr. Siddaramaiah
just smiled in response.
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NASA spacecraft successtully pings
- Chandrayaan-3 lander on the moon

Laser beam transmitted and reflected between thc US. space agency’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter and Vikram lander

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

NASA  spacecraft
A has  successfully
pinged India’s

Chandrayaan-3 lander on
the moon. According to
NASA, a laser beam was
transmitted and reflected
between its Lunar Recon-
naissance Orbiter (LRO}
and the Vikram lander for
the first time on the lunar
surface.

The U.S. space agency
said that this successful ex-
periment opens the door
o a new style of precisely
locating rtargets on the
moon’s surface.

“At 3 p.m. EST on Dec.
12, 2023, NASA's LRO point-
ed its laser altimeter instru-
ment toward Vikram. The
lander was 62 miles, or 100

i -“‘:h.-!:lif 5'-.
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Animage of the Chandrayaand Vikram lander on the moon, clrcked

around 15 metres by the Pragyan rover’s navigation camera. ISRO/ANI
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km, away from LRO, near
Manzinus crater in the
moon'’s south pole region,
when LRO transmitted las-
er pulses toward it. After
the orbiter registered light
that had bounced back
from a tiny NASA retrore-
flector aboard Vikram, NA-

SA scientists knew their
technique had  finally
worked,” NASA stated.
NASA said that sending
laser pulses toward an ob-
ject and measuring how
long it takes the light to
bounce back is a common-
ly used way to track the lo-

cations of Earth-orbiting
satellites from the ground.
“We've showed that we can
locate our retroreflector on
the surface from the
moon's orbit” the space
agency said.

. The next step is to im-
prove the technique so that
it can become routine for
missions that want to use
these retroreflectors in the
future,” Xiaoli Sun, who
led the team at NASA's God-
dard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland, that
developed the retroreflec-
tor on Vikram as part of a
partnership between NASA
and ISRO, said in a
staternent.

Commenting on this de-
velopment ISRO said that
the Laser Retroreflector Ar-
ray (LRA) Instrument on
Chandrayaan-3 lander

started serving as a loca-
tion marker near lunar
south pole.

“The LRA on the Chan-
drayaan-3 lander has be-
gun serving as a fiducial
point (precisely located
markers for reference) on
the moon. NASA's LRO
achieved a laser range mea-
surement using the LRA by
successfully detecting sig-
nals reflected by it on De-
cember 12, 2023 ISRO
said in a statement.

NASA's LRA was accom-
modated on the Vikram
lander under international
collaboration. It comprises
eight corner-cube retrore-
flectors on a hemispherical
support structure. This ar-
ray facilitates lasers rang-
ing from various directions
by any orbiting spacecraft
with suitable instruments.
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Tyre industry hit
disruption as Rec

—
V Sajeev Kumar
Kochi

The Red Sea criss has in-
creased transit time and
jacked up freight rates for
the tyre industry, hitting
both exports and raw mater-
ial imports.

Rajiv Budhraja, Director
General, Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers’ Association
(ATMA), said India-Rotter-
dam freight rates have
moved up 3-4 times and
transit times have increased
by 14 days due to the diver-
sion of ships through the
Cape of Good Hope.

RISING FREIGHT RATES
On the India-US movement,
he said no impact has been
witnessed on transit times
to the west coast, while it
has gone up by 8-10 days to
the east coast. Freight rates
have doubled as far as con-
signments to west coast is
concerned, while the in-
crease is around 40 per cent
on delivery along the east
coast. The container availab-
ility has also impacted to
some extent although not to
an extent to disrupt opera-
tions, he said.

The Red Sea is a promin-
ent channel for sending
shipments to the US east
coast, Europe, West Asia
East and Africa from India,
he added.

Rajiv Tharian, working
with Southland Rubber
Group, a major processor
and importer of natural rub-
ber to Indian market, told
businessline that freight
from Asia to Europe sector
Increased by 300 per cent,
Asia to the US by about 200
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FEELING DEFLATED. The tyre industry faces disruptions in

transit times and increased freight rates due to the Red Sea
crisis, impacting both exports and raw material imports

per cent and freights for
many other routes including
Africa to Asia by around 100
per cent,

Besides, there is acute
shortage of containers and
the higher circulation time
for boxes in voyage is caus-
ing severe delays in planned
shipments from all loca-
tions. The emerging situ-
ation has led to many of tyre
companies, especially in the
US and Europe, to buy ag-
gressively for nearby ship-
ments and increase their
bufter stock of raw materials
including NR due to risk of
delays in shipping in coming
weeks and months, he said.

MORE PRESSURE

This has added more pres-
sure to the NR supply chain
which is already constrained

e & HE

oy supply chain
 Sea crisis deepens |

by lower than normal pro-
duction in recent months
from largest three produ-
cing nations such as Thail-
and, Indonesia and Vietnam.
The peak production season
of natural rubber is from
November to February after
which many countries go
into wintering or low pro-
duction season, he said.
However, George Valy,
President of Indian Rubber
Dealers Federation, said the
Red Sea crisis has not im-
pacted domestic procure-
ment despite the market
witnessing a tight availabil-
ity at the fag end of the pro-
duction season. Natural rub-
ber prices have moved by 6
per kg, touching ¥160 per kg,
thanks to lower availability.
The crisis also resulted in
delayed rubber imports.

.
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RBI'inno rush to implement
CBDC full scale: Governor

EVER WATCHFUL. Says the central bank wants to ensure safety, integrity and efficiency

| Dur Bureau
Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India is
in no undue hurry to imple-
ment the Central Bank Di-

~ gital Currency (CBDC) full

scale as it wants 1o ensure its
safety, integrity and effi-
ciency, said Governor Shak-
tikanta Das.

A CBDC s the legal tender
issued by a central bank in a
digital form. It is the same as
a fiat currency and is ex-
changeable one-to-one with
the fiar currency. Only its

formis different.
DIGITAL RUPEE
The RBI introduced its
CBDC in phases during

FY23, with the launch of pi-
lots for Digital Rupec in the
wholesale and retail seg-
ments on November 1, 2022
and December 1, 2022,
respectively.

“Country-wide launch will
depend on the success,
learning and fine tuning of
CBDC itself. So, that is the
distance which we have to
cover. But we have no target
date for implementation.

“We are also in no undue
hurry or rushto implementit
full scale because afterallitis
a currency - its safety, integ-

e ——

MAKING A MARK. Shaktikanta Das, RBI Governor, at the
Woaorld Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland swocwmeers

rity and cfficiency has to be
ensured. We want to make it
truly robust,” Das said in an
interaction at the World Eco-
nomic Forum Annual Meet-
ings at Davos.

‘Under the CBDC pilot, on
the retail side, there are now
4 million users and there are
0.40 million merchants who
have also been onboarded.

Das observed that the QR
(quick response) code used
for e-Rupee (digital cur-
rency) transactions and for
UPI (Unified Payments In-
terface) is the same. In other
words, the CBDC, the e-Ru-
pee and UPI payment sys-
tems have been made
interoperable.

The Governor said lot of

CBDC transactions are hap-
pening in the retail segment.
In the wholesale segment,
transactions with regard to
the Government Securities
market (primary auctions as
well as the secondary market
operations) and overnight
money market transactions
arc happening.

ADVANTAGE OF CBDC
Das emphasised that while
UPI is a payments system,
CBDC isa currency.

“CBDC can operate n
places where there is no in-
ternet; offline payments will
become much casier because
from my CBDC wallet I can
pay money to your wallet. In
UPI we now trying to facilit-
ate that by introducing cer-
tain new products. But
CBDC, we feel, will be very
efficient.

“The greatest advantage
of CBDC will be that cross-
border payments will be-
come far more efficient,
faster and very cost effective.
As and when other countries
adopt digital currency, 1
think, international pay-

ments systems will really
gain in efficiency.... It is a
new technology which is de-
veloping. I think, ultimately,
it is gmng to be future
money,” Das said.




Govt pegs gross borrowings
between X15.1-15.3-1akh cr

ON COURSE. Centre’s intent is to reduce deficit to 4.5% by FY26

Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

The interim Budget is likely to
set gross borrowings between
¥15.1-lakh crore and ¥15.3-
lakh crore for FY25, a tad
lower than the <15.4-lakh
crore for FY24. Economists at-
tribute it to the government'’s
intent to reduce the deficit to
4.5 per cent by FY26, which
means bringing down both the
deficit and borrowings.

The trend shows that 80-86
per cent of the fiscal deficit is
bridged through market bor-
rowings, and this is likely to
continue during the next
fiscal. At the same time, while
sovereign gold bonds might
see an increase, the quantum
of sovereign green bonds may
remain at the same level in
FY24,thatis, 320,000 crore.

ROOM TO BORROW

Taking a cue from the RBI’s
data on outstanding Govern-
ment  Securities  (G-secs),
reascarch agency Care said re-
demptions worth ¥3.68-lakh
crore are expected in FY25,
with nearly 53 per cent in the
second half of the fiscal year.

Consequently, net borrowings
of about 211.3-11.6-1akh crore

are expected in FY25. Consist-
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ent with previous practices,
government borrowings are
likely to be frontloaded in the
first half, giving States/corpor-
ates room to borrow in the lat-
ter half of the fiscal year.
Overall, lower supply of G-
Secs in FY2S, combined with

increased demand resulting
from passive inflows following
- India‘s inclusion in global

bond indices, are expected to
case G-Sec yields in the next
fiscal.

“Alower G-Secyieldislikely
to transmit to corporate issu-
ances as well. Additionally, an
anticipation of the RBI initiat-
ing policy rate cuts after the

first quarter of the next fiscal
year may further exert down-
ward pressure on borrowing
costs,” Care said in its re-
search note.

In a note, HDFC Bank said
there could be an increase in
reliance on market borrow-
ings in FY25, especially for
long-term bonds. “We assume
that 68 per cent of the fiscal
deficit could be financed
through net market borrow-
ings,” the note said.

With the inclusion of do-
mestic sovereign debt in ma-

jor global bond indices, the de-

mand for domestic debt from
foreigninvestors could rise.
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T!w patch bargely remuaimed
flat. The sun was unfor-
gving And the Goan
batters were determaned for
along hawl after opiing 1o batg
first. The Barnataka howlers,
however, were egually relent-
less, intense and effcctive in
energy-sapping conditions,
There was no sungle extraordi-
nary <how from either side and
no dramatic phase that Ivenced
up proceedings. It was a pure
armninal battle that only red-
ball cocket throws up.

At the end of an extended
opcrinedayoefaGroupCHan-
jt Trophy match here at the
SIMNEW wround, Goa linsshed
the day ar 225/8in 857 overs. An
obdurare Arpun Temdulkar (10
n.o., 42h) and Heramiy Parab
{Gna ) werrkeopingvigilatthe
wicket hore on Fruday,

Though Kamaraka have an
edee for the moment  they
winldn't be too happy looking
ar the scoreboard, Had they
not squandered a fow ecasy
chances on a day when the
visiting banters” edges fell ag-

CRICKET RANJI TROPHY

Karnataka hitthe front

Hosts spill a few chances as a
battling Goa post 228/8

omsingly shormonanumber of
ocrasions, the hosts would e
bBeeninamuschmote comfon-
able pasiien,

Goa's Moo 4, Snehal Kao-
thankar, was on just four
when he macked M Venkatesh
1o second shp where Mamsh
Pandey Faded ro hold on o a
straigheforward offer Notonly
the catch went abegeing. but
Pandey sustarmed a cut on hos
nght palm which needed twe
sttches. Pandey, an otherwise
livewire nn the field, rermaimed
off it but the bieger concernas
il the tn-form batter waonld be
able tobar, acall onwhich will
he takenon Sarday morming
And il he does batcan be be as
elfertive with anoinjury on his
borrom-band palm?

It was that kind of day for
Farmataka Soomafter Pandey’s
injury, D Nischal took a nasty
hit an his back while standing
ar short-ler and stayed off the
field for howrs belore return-
ing to fickd agzain. Towards the
cnd nfthe day, skipper Mavank
Agarwal hmped off after hurt-
ing himseli while anempunga
diving earch. But bath the bat-
ters expected (o open.

COA (1 innlnesk: ishan Garekar ¢
Sharath hyyshak & 16m 11n, 1x4),
Soyash Praohunesal Aokt 24
113m 70k 3e ), BV Sicddbarthy ¢
Jie b Wowshil 2 142m, 790, Snehal
Kagtrgnkar £ dows b Venkatesh B3
[275m, 1930 Sed 12E) Gacshan
Misal 5 Sharart b Rodif 39 0135m,
S8, 4241 Decpra) Gaonkar ¢ sty
[Zhatra) B Bobet O (9m, 460, Samar
Drubezini B 4 pshiak 19 153m 186,
Indy Rrfun Tendulkear (ating) 10
TFam A56) Mohi Becdkar t Wyshink
LB ARM 330, 2ua) Heramd Farat
Matteng) & (m, 115, 1ed] Fetras 8
A4 LR T3 %W 2 N %20 Total [ford

whts, 87 overs) 228,
Fall of wickets: 17 {Cadekar), 2-12
[Glddareng, 3- A5 (Prabrodesaiy,
A-127 (Whsaty, 5-131 (Gaonkar],
G-181 (Dutashi), 7- 198 fiau-
thankar), B- 221 [Redkar) Bowling:
Wknushik 37 8 161 (nb-3). Yyshak
WOLE 5-A5-3 tw- 20 Vienkatesh 1 14-
32591 AD Rohil Kumar 23-4-66-3
inb-1)_ Shgkhang Wepro B 0-27-0
fribs 13, Mayank Amnreal 2-0-13-0
Otheer Growp C brief soores: Al Co-
Imbatare: Tamil Mady 284605 i 80
orers i JamarireLan 1‘_','5, BSartin
13, Boogath Bumar 67 gRash Fan
LLTR A PRTY Fowilad g

I",! =3
i
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Kauthankar, meanwhile,
wentontocompilea paoent 42
{193h. Ox3, Ix6) and strched
useful partmerships belore he
was clisrssed with Goa's score
readimp 196, Kauthankar was
the rock around which Goa
buslt their decent tolal.

For Karnataka, pacer V Kou-
shak was as probing as he has
becn all this season that has
[etched lom 15 wickets so far,
Though the rewards werent
commensurate with the cffors
he potan, inchuding along 10
over apemnge spell, Vyshak ¥
(A5 wasn't o be denied his

share of the pie, The right-arm
quick bowled five high intensi-
ty spells, worked up good pace
and Ik three wickets to show
four,

AC Rohit Kumar toobagzed
three wickers £366) and saw a
stumping opportunity messed
upbyaneager Sharath Srinnvas
whograbbed theballin frontof
the stumps, resuling in a no-
ball, Samar Duhashe, on 18, was
the lucky bamrer whio had been
reprivved by Devidute Padikkal
on 13 acslip of T Robit, With lis
tle turm an offer, the lefi-arm
spinner varied his pace and

= B .,.._..—.—J

L Ll : e o= A e g )
Karnataka's Rohit Kumar AC bagged 3/66 on the opening day of their Ran]i Trophy encounter
against Goa in Mysuru on Friday, ox PHOTD) ANUP RACH T

bowled difficult lengths that
didn'tallow the baers 1o com-
miteither onthe front footorto
goon the back, )

Local boy M Venkatesh, who
replaced an injured Prasidh
Krishina, was impressive as a
third seamer, He benthisback
to generate high specds and
should have had Kauthankar's
number carly in the day. The
local boy, however, ticked the
wickets' column when he had
the same barrer wath the lase
Ball of the 75th over as g few
hueedred spectators coupied
i iy



Prannoy enters
India Open semis

NEW DELHI, PTI

duced a valiant effort to
progress to the men's sin-
| glessemifinalswithathrilling
' three-game winover Cliinese
Taipei's Wang Tzu Wei atthe
India Open Super 750 bad-
minton tournament here on
Friday.

The 31-year-old, who had
won the bronze medal at
the Asian Games and World
Championships last year, re-
covered from a slump in the
second game and showed
nerves of steel in the decider
to eke out a 21-11, 17-21, 21-18
win over world number 28
Wang in a 77-minute match.

It is his first semifinal of the
India Open.

Coming into the match
with a 5-3 head-to-head
count, Prannoy dished out

India’s HS Prannoy pro-

an attacking game and con-
structed his rallieswell, keep-
ing his opponent to the back
and often finishing points

with steep smashes.
One such smash took him
tol1-4 at the interval.
Trailing 4-13, Wangshowed

sparks of his attacking game
by winning a point after trou-
bling Prannoy with a barrage
of returns. A lovely cross court
net shot followed by a smash
gave Prannoy 18-5lead but he
missed the lines thrice to lose
the next four points.

Earlier, world No. 1 and
defending champion An Se
Young of Korea retired hurt
against Singapore’s Jia Min
Yeo after aggravating her
knee injury in women's sin-
gles quarterfinals.

The 21-year-old Young was
trailing 19-21, 0-3 when she
decided tothrowinthe towel.
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HS Prannoy won a three-game thriller against Wang Tzu
Wei in the quarterfinals in New Delhion Friday.pTl
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The problem with India’s science management

ustalned ecnnomic progress which can
witdsty marional ambicion is nvariably
futelledd Iy sorennfic advances imansbited
inte deplowable techoslogies. This has
s ehae imevitable global experience since the
wiiset 0f the hstrial Bevelution. Adive tothis
reabty, the povernment s overiuhng Indid’s
acrerne estabslishment, which b lodes seting up
the mew Natonal Besearch Foamlaron (NKEY and
restrucmining dee Dvlemoe Research and
Desvelopmie it Wcganisaton (DRI In this
seenari, A frank assessment of the aurment
administrathve ability o simultaneously optimise
Indian saence's efficiency and restlience ks
PeLssary.
lndia's fow overall expenditure on research
and development (around 0.7% of GDP,
compared to 1.5% for the United States and 2.4%
firr Chinat is but one aspect constralning its
scientibe cutcomes, Considering such low
expendinire, 11 ks prvotal 1o allocate money wisely
and focus on fugh impac projects.

L'nfortunately, the soentifc administration has

fadlind ey o jusrice 1o the 1ask at hand. Even the
vaunied space PrOgramne s withessing
narrrwing beads. In 2022, the Indian Space
Research Orpanesarion stond a disrant eighth on
launch mume s, with foteign starups racing
ahead on key technologies such as reusable
rowckers. Dikewise, the bewd in nudclear energy has
been frittered sway, beligg Larecomers 1o small
maeduliar reactors; thorm ambitions remain
unreahsed. On critical science and technolory
thernes such as genomcs, robotics, and arrificial
mielhpence, the sitiarkon s even more alarming.
The direcmion and orranisation of sClence is
tnconsstent, even unfir, for the vital rele which
sclence muast play going abiead.

India’s science is dominatad by the public
sector. Genenc brmitants associated with
povernmental bureaucracy, such as tardiness In
approndnge cructal time-dependent funding, or
equitable decision making across thiferent
funding levels, are known problems. Added wo
thiz, what 5 absent s the mability to commit 1o
long-term steady funding of cnitical projects when
Ficed with the inevitable occasional fallures. This
larter aspect bs essentisl in any robust selence
management syster.

An vulsized role by scientists
The definlog feare of India's science
adminlstration is the centraliry of its senior
selennsts. Their aetiities are bewildering in
range Sorme pretend 1o be rop imemaronal level
acpddermes Cithers delighn in micromanaEng
thiesie et w s’ wovonnyie, while sull celuers

Lt atrt e ety b beatbes Yrpscednas Charpes
fram diseruntled colleages, Several it around
the tountry o sit in a variety of [nstitudonal
committess (indian lnstitutes of Technology.
Indsan Institetes of Science Education and
Research, Coundl of Scientific & lidisirial
Ressarch, Defence Reseanch and Doevelopment
Organisation, Unveersithess, which would fare

Prstter withrout external miembers. Mabiy Loy to !

become directors, vice-chancellors and
aecretanies 1o e Government of bncin, Thee list

Gautam R,
esiraju

s im the Inedlan
trdiiute of SCience

is an Assochale with
Luthra & Luthra Low
- Offces, India

As Tk
remoulds its
science
establishment,
the utility of
scieniists being
given
administrative
tasks neeeds 1o
D qpuaestioned

| goos on. These top sclentists, and net

government nceamicrats, are of e helm ol
Inidia's selenee wlministeation. Therefore, they
mitast L Lebil aceoomiable for iis talings,
Thir bk assumption behind the outsized mle
[ played By sctentists in fndiin sclence
administration is that a good scientist will also be
a poodd sclence administratos, The argument goes
"that onty schentists can appropriately run
schentific instinrtions, consldering the importance
aml technical rigoars of the science that is
supposed to goron In these places. The actual
performance of these Institutions is prool enough
that this paradsm is faulty.

First, sdmirstering an organisation as
complex as a nanonal lab or 3 unhversity cannot
be relepated to becoming a side-project of a
"working” sciennst doubling up as a director o
vicerhancellor, Administration peqeures a
particular skifl set, most imporsamly. the
allocation of money, resources and dme. Indeed,
anributes associated with good scientists, such as
imdividualiiy, constructive epo. and erudition,
have lirtle congruence with the demands of
adnunistraton - tact, reaksm., texitaline and
firmness, The fundamental role of an
admipistrator s to prioritise one undertaking
over another in lime with policy and to cnsure
that resources assigned to one project do not
starve others. How then can i good scientist, who
is generally driven by individual anribution, be a
good administrator, wha must be organisationally
driven? )

Second, the lack of comprehe nsbve tratning in
selecting which pardcular nwetrics are
appropriate under what circumstances leads to
absurdities stuch as an cntire project getring
derailed due po a single mveslee or acquisition.
Wha is accountable for all the loste wme, shelved

| projects, and wasted money? Scientists, by their
very training, are not geared to juggle between
several approximarte solunons w human and
fnancid problenis. Administration is the artof
transkiting policy iNto GUICemes — sClenis1s an
simply not traned 0 procitise between aoe,
cosl, oF procision, and certnnby not wy what
PropRirtions.

Third. the scope for conflicts of interest in the
presemt dispensation is huge Being an academie
within the same mstituton nwhich ome wields
admingstrative contral s a sure ecipe for disaster.
Linsavoury earles absoind of seicnve
administeators engamag in red tapism o mive
rivals in unnecessiary siriciumes. Likewise, the
culture of Indian science has descended into a
quagmire of quid pro quas and shoddy gualivy
conitol, Thiss, scandals such as high plagiarism
rates, paid publicaticns in disrepanable jurnats,

Jiind under-the-table dealings to garner
government funding have become normalised.

More malictously, careers and projects of
sclemilic and strategle importance have heen

| devastated due 1o reasons that range from
compretition Lo sgotsn. The fact that there is no
system of all-nds trnsfers of both sclentists and
science wdndnistritors only magnibes
institutinnal caprare and factionalism, There are

| olvicns downisiches b allowine sysiem insiders to

be chimeric regulators of the same sald system.

The seveds of this rot were planted soon afrer
Independence. Poverty forced lhr; CLIATY T
concentrae high-aend equiptient in a handful of
institutions, primarily the Indian Institures of
Technaolomy in the 1908 Since only these
irstitutions haid exchuspe docess 1o Certain
equipment, a systemm of gatekeepers emerged
These gatekeepers slowly began fo capture
Positions, graernment patronage and
institutional pewer cn the back of ther monopoly
iy critical equipment. Thus, all young SoSTTisLs
hae 1o pay thetr adzrurs 3l the furfwirs, in other
words, their cribsutes in the roval courTs, to these
stekeepers, making them indebied forever 10
these bestowers of fnours. This systein has
replicated jpself over Hme to surh_ i -.r!t-gree ll:-j:-u
appointments, avwaids. foreign m.u:a;.ade:‘. E:T
support from the system overall, depen ed on
contimung o aggrandise Iht“:' ml!e nf-:}r:- af these
gatekeepers. Many hrght sUienisis’ CAreers and
Irviss haves been desiroved due to their contlicts
with this oppressive nerwork of galekeepers.
Genuine saentfic outcomes became the obvious
collateral casualties.

The system In the U5, _

The separation of administrators and scientists ts
senething which most robust science
gstablishments generally enibrace. Even the US,,
with labs belng embedded in the university
ecosyseer and run by sdentists, selects scientsts
for an administrative role quite early on in their
careers, Surh selected scionce administrators, by
and large, only carry out administrative tasks
thercon, and are groomed for the task, with very
fisw of them ever golng back 10 acive science.

Such a separation has olwious benefics for all

siakeholders, except of course the entrenched
gatekewpers. As India remoulds its science
establishment, ote nusst really gquestion the
utifity vl scienists being given administrative
tasks, whether as aditional assipgnments or as
ull-tme vice-chancellors or directors, Perhaps an
Amernican middie-way arrangement. where
sctenbsts are selected and traimed inoan all-India
ol ol 2 science adminisrmaton central service, is
the answer. In such a dispensation, university
vice-chancellors would have greater bargaining
power vis-d-vis the bureineracy withan the
untiversity as well as that of the ministries if they
bebong 1o an all tndia service huving recerved the
appropriate triining,

Asome o, [ndia has to comie o the same
conchusion that the world of biesiness did in 1908
when the Master of Business Admimisteation
(MBAY cotrse wig establishied at Hamcind.
Ackiimistranion is sourething which has fo be
taupht and practised separately from the subject
matter being administered. The administrative
setup of any complex is its central nervous
SYSTEn, ancd the same is e for soence
establishmens, Withour addressing these core
concerns, India’s science establishment will
continue 1o do injustice to s economic and
stRarepEic aspirations.

Fhee vy erpmessed s personal
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OR yeirs now, without an iota
of proof, Pakistan has blamed
the unrest in [ts restive Balo-
chistan province on netghbour-
ing India. In interviews, Pakl-
stani ministers such as
ljarul-Haqg and President PPer-
vez Musharraf made orchestrated at-
tempts 1o kmplicate Indla, accusing it of
fomenting the insurgeney: This was de-
spite Musharraf having sent the army to
Sardar Akbar Bugti's hidecut in the
mountainous retreat of Kohdu to elimd-
nate him in 2006, lighting the match that
infamed Baloch resistance. And all this
happened while Baloch separatist lead.
ers never failed to openly and repeatediy
expreas their disappolntment at Indla's
refuizal to back their cause,

This Tuesday's imprecedented attncks
by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards
{IRG}, when it targetad the hidenuts of
Sunni terror group Jaish al-Ad] in Paki-
stani Balochistan, and Pakistan's swift
retaliation harely 48 hours Iater raining
bombs on alleged hideouts of the Balo-
chistan Liberation Front and Batochistan
Literstion Army (BLA} in Iran's Sistan-
Balochistan province finally put paid to
the earlier piece of fiction,

India must and will no doubt make po-
litical eapital out of it. Iran's missile
strikes on the Jaish al-Adl's hideouts in
Balochistan's remots interiors strongly
reinforee India’s strident acensations at
international forums of Pakistan being
a terror haven for a plethora of jihadists
with multiple loyalties and agendas.
They already include the Tehreek-e-Tali-
ban Pakistan {TTP}, Islamic State Kho-
rasan. and the trio nurtured by Pakl-
stan's ‘deep state” to strike deep within
India—Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkare-
Tayyiba and Lashkar+s-Jhangvi,

But now, as Iran and Fakistan circle
each other, the far bigger question is
whether the widening arc of conflict will
escalate and further infame the region.
Iran’s military has already set in motion
an annual air defense drill that will see
the IRG unleash its firepower from the
eastern port of Chabahar—which lies
perilously close to Pakistan's sensitive,
China-run Gwadar port along the 900-kin
shared border—across Iran, right up to its
western boundary with Iraq,

Coming as it does only days after Iran
unleashed a series of retallatory drone
and missile strikes deep into Syrian and
Iragi territory, many see the Iran Paki-

stan tit-fortat attacks as having the po-
tential to escalate into a wider regional
conflict. Pakistan s anuclear state, Iran,
close o enriching its uranium to pro-

The world watches anxiously as one nuclear power faces
off with another close to getting a nuclear bomb.
Rawalpind! must know that Tehran is not to be trifled with

IRAN-PAK ATTACKS
CLEAR AND PRESENT
DANGER FOR REGION

duce a nuclear bomb, i3 no wannabe. It
aspires 1o be the leader of the Islamic
world and has never shied away from its
ambitions to do so.

The activation of a triad of Iranian
proxies, who have been steadily upping
the ante in recent weeks, beginning
with the Hamas atiack on the Israeli
Kibuttzirn abutting the Gaza Stripon Oc-
tober 7, is therefore no accident. The In-
surgent group poses a hitherto-unseen
challenge to the Jewish state thathas all
but destroyed Gaza in retaliation, but
short-sightedly sown the seeds for a wid-
ening insurgency within the Arab world
and bevond.

[t has already spurred the Hezbollah in
saouthern Lebanon to prey on Israel’s val-
nerable northern borvler close 1o the Val-

il
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ley of Tears. Similarly, the Houthis in
Yemen—a Shia force that recruited
young men from madrassas across Yem-
en and nurtured and trained them in
[ran into a fighting force—are no pushe-
ver Armed by Tehran and given access
to the theocratic state's intellipence net-
work, the Houthi militia are boarding
and attacking Israeli- and European-
owned shipping vessels, interdicting vi-
tal shipping lanes at the mouth of the Red
Sea, at the Bab-el-Mandeb, putting inter-
national trade routes at risk.

Iran's missile strikes against the Jaish
al-Adl, a spinoff from its earlier avatar
Jundallah, were sparked no doubt by the
anger in Tehran over the Sunn! militant
group’s repeated attacks on police out.
posts, with the latest in December 2023 at

Ruf;::t tran's blind eye to the Baloch rejgye
who have taken refuge In its Sistan.na),
chistan province, Its safe haven 1o they,,
eands of Afghan émigres seeking _
from the Taliban government, incl

the family of the Northern Alliance Jogg]
er Ahmed Shah Massood after his aggae
sination, are a stratagem to keep muy,
ple insurrections in play

Pakistan’s recent crackdown, enforeed
disappearances and attacks on Balney,
separatists protesting across the rest
state, which drew trenchant eriy lelsm
worldwide, challenges the Pakistan .
my’s writ in the provinee. The new Tay,
ban dispensation in Kabul, which seerpy
to be unable to put the TTP genle back iy
the bottle, is the other The TTP has not
only preved on the army; but its agends
is to carve out an Islamic state that wiy
have Pakistan’s Khyber-Pakhtunkhws
as 1ts hub. The BLA, similarly seeks
earve out astate from Iran and Pakistan
Sending Afghan refugees back 1o AL
ghanistan is Pakistan's ploy to destat
lize their former proxies,

Pakistan may also now play the Iran
card. Just as it tried to recently to cash in
on the threat posed by the TTP using it a
a balt to ge the US to re-invest in Pakl
stan's army, and falled, it may raise Lran
as the new bogey In the Middle East,

The Davos suiminit saw the Pakistan]
Prime Minister Anwaar 1) Haq Kakar
and Iranian Forelgn Minlster Hosss
in Amir-Abdollahian meet a day before
the Iranian alr strikes. Was it a classie
Iranian feint? _

US President Joe Biden, facing off
against an unsinkable Russia and nowan
Israel that refuses to back dewn over Pal:
estine, has called for restraint, But he s
under no illusion that Tehran will play by
Washington's rulebook.

It is Iran that s now setting the agenda,
be it on derailing archrival Saudi Arabla
from recasting the Middle East giving I>
rael a seat at the high table, on safeguand-
ing Sy¥tian President Bashar Al Assad and
the Shia regime in Iraq, and upping the
ante if Tsraeli continues with its plans o

bury a nascent Palestinian state.

This may be Pakistan's second cross
border attack on a neighbour The first
was when {t downed India’s fighter jets
and captured an Indian pilot in February
2019, when the Indian air force jets lev-
elled a terror haven in Pakistan's Bala-
kot, Rawalpindi must know, just as Wash
ington does, that Tehran too is nottobe
trifled with. Or it would risk a conflagra:
tion it cannot douse,

freenagopalagmail com)
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